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A Technical Entrepreneur’s View of 3D Printing 

 
Abstract 

 
This talk will cover the hype and the potential of 3D printing.  3D printing is now almost a $2B per year 
industry and it is expected to grow to more than $5B in the next few years.  What would it take to make 
this a $500B year industry?  New materials, standards and implanting electronic features in the 3D 
printing process could make this a standard process for defense, medical, and consumer electronic, thus 
pushing the potential to more than a trillion dollars per year. Digital manufacturing is well on course to 
revolutionize the manufacturing industry and here 3D printing has the potential to anchor this, but not 
until a number of discoveries are made at the university level. 
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